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Law Division). Both claims and suits 
for salvage against the United States 
are subject to the two-year limitation 
of the Public Vessels Act and the 
Navy’s settlement authority. 

(b) Affirmative claims. Authorization 
for the settlement of affirmative sal-
vage claims is contained in 10 U.S.C. 
7365 (1994). Assertion of such claims is 
handled in the first instance by the As-
sistant Supervisor of Salvage (Admi-
ralty), USN, Naval Sea Systems Com-
mand (SEA OOCL), 2531 Jefferson Davis 
Highway, NC/3 Room 11E54, Arlington, 
VA 22242–5160. Salvage claims are re-
ferred to the Admiralty Division only 
if the Assistant Supervisor of Salvage 
(Admiralty) is unsuccessful in making 
collection. Any money received in set-
tlement of affirmative salvage claims 
is credited to appropriations for main-
taining salvage facilities by the Navy, 
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 7367 (1994). 

[39 FR 9962, Mar. 15, 1974, as amended at 41 
FR 26866, June 30, 1976; 55 FR 12174, Apr. 2, 
1990; 65 FR 60861, 60862, Oct. 13, 2000]
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AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 10 U.S.C. 939, 5013, 
and5148; E.O. 11476, as reported in 3 CFR, 1969 
Comp., p. 132; 32 CFR 700.206 and 700.1202.

SOURCE: 56 FR 42232, Aug. 27, 1991, unless 
otherwise noted.

NOTE 1: This part 755 is chapter IV of the 
Manual of the Judge Advocate General of the 
Navy.

NOTE 2: The Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice (10 U.S.C. 801-940) is referred to in this 
part 755 as the ‘‘UCMJ’’. The Manual for 
Courts-Martial, United States, 1984 (E.O. 
12473 of August 1, 1984) is referred to in this 
part 755 as ‘‘MCM 1984’’.

§ 755.1 Statutory authority. 
Article 139, UCMJ, redress of injuries 

to property, is the basis for this chap-
ter.

§ 755.2 Scope. 
This chapter provides for assess-

ments against the pay of members of 
the naval service in satisfaction of 
claims for property damage caused 
under certain circumstances. Claims 
for damage, loss, or destruction of pri-
vately owned property caused by a per-
son or persons in the naval service, are 
payable under Article 139, UCMJ, only 
if such damage, loss, or destruction is 
caused by riotous conduct, willful con-
duct, or acts showing such reckless or 
wanton disregard of the property rights 
of others that willful damage or de-
struction is implied. Acts of the type 
punishable under Article 109, UCMJ, 
are cognizable under Article 139, 
UCMJ. Charges against pay under 
these regulations shall be made only 
against the pay of persons shown to 
have been principal offenders or acces-
sories.

§ 755.3 Claims not cognizable. 
The following claims are not cog-

nizable under this chapter. 
(a) Claims resulting from simple neg-

ligence. 
(b) Claims of subrogees. 
(c) Claims for personal injury or 

death. 
(d) Claims arising from acts or omis-

sions within the scope of employment 
of the offender. 

(e) Claims for reimbursement for 
damage, loss, or destruction of Govern-
ment property.

§ 755.4 Limitation on claims. 
(a) Time limitations. A claim must be 

submitted within 90 days of the inci-
dent giving rise to it. 

(b) Acts of property owner. When the 
acts or omissions of the property 
owner, his lessee, or agent were a prox-
imate contributing factor to the loss or 
damage of the property, assessments 
will not be made against members of 
the naval service in excess of the 
amount for which they are found to be 
directly responsible, i.e., comparative 
responsibility for the loss will be the 
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